THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
League States have had nothing to fear from the
United States in measures designated to restrain
Japan, but could count upon active co-operation.
He recites in his book (pages 89,90,91) the reasons
for the American willingness to be associated with
Britain and the League: America's interest in the
'open-door' policy in view of the vastness of the poten-
tial trade of China; the sacrifice of American prestige
if Japan cgot away with it', and these two points:
'The future of the Far East will be very largely
dominated by the future of the four hundred and fifty
million people of Chinese blood. For several centuries
Eastern Asia has owed its character mainly to the
peaceful traditions of this great agricultural nation.
If the character of China should be revolutionised and
through exploitation become militaristic and aggres-
sive not only Asia but the rest of the world must
tremble (page 91),
"The immense blow to the cause of peace and war
prevention throughout the world which would inevit-
ably be caused if without protest or condemnation
Japan were permitted to violate and disregard the
group of post-War treaties which she had ratified and
upon which so many hopes of our race and of our part
of the world had been predicated (page 89).'
If this last consideration is important for the United
States, what shall we say of its importance for the
suzerain of India, the Protector of Australia?
Mr, Stimson goes on to sketch how he sought the co-
operation of Britain, particularly in supporting the
enunciation of what has since become known as 'the
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